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He	tells	her	that	he	likes	her	blue	swimsuit,	but	her	suit	is	yellow.	Sybil	follows	this	tall	tale,	and	even	claims	to	have	seen	a	bananafish	in	the	water,	with	six	bananas	in	its	mouth.	(Interestingly,	Seymour’s	statement	about	Sharon	Lipschutz,	Ãááááá	Ã	̃â	Ã	̧	Ã	̧	Ã	̧	̧	̈	̈	̈	̧	̈	̈	̈	̃	̈	̈	̈	̃	̈	̈	̈	̈	̃	̈	̈	̈	̃	̈	̃	̈	̈	̈	̃	̈	̈	̃	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	’SalingerÃ¢	Â	́Septimus	Smith,	WoolfÃ¢ÂÂÂÂ	́Â	́s.
There	is	something	deeply	romantic,	in	the	sense	of	Wordsworth,	about	the	vision	of	SalingerÃá	Â	́children	and	Â	́childhood.	Muriel	is	not	as	worried	as	her	mother.	Her	mother	is	concerned	about	the	erratic	and	reckless	behaviour	of	Seymour,	husband	Â	́s	MurielÃááââ€TMs.	The	resort	is	full	of	people	from	society,	although	Muriel	feels	that	the
quality	of	these	people	has	declined	since	the	war.	Seymour	assures	Sybil	that	she	is	his	favorite.	Sybil	wanders	away	from	the	part	of	the	beach	where	the	hotel	guests	are	situated.	These	two	scenes	are	brought	together	for	the	tragic	outcome	of	the	story.	But	it	is	Sybil	for	whom	he	removes	his	cloak,	partly	perhaps	because	such	an	act	has	none	of
the	adult	connotations	it	carries	with	his	wife	(with	whom	he	is	expected	to	perform	his	marital	duties)	and	is,	instead,	a	return	to	childhood.	Mother	Muriel	worried	that	Seymour	led	himself	and	his	wife	there	in	his	unstable	state	of	mind.	The	alienation	of	the	male	character	marked	by	war	is	not	the	only	thing	that	unites	these	two	stories:	Seymour’s
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ehNehw	,tsugsidNaLaAPdC	nedloH	,eyRTRehctaCEhTLevon	rather	rather	than	sisters).	We	might	recall,	in	how	to	reveal	both	character	and	plot	through	elliptical	and	suggestive	dialogue,	with	the	¢ÃÂÂaction¢ÃÂÂ	largely	focusing	on	two	scenes:	one	in	a	hotel	room	and	the	other	on	a	beach.	Seymour	has	recently	returned	from	the	war,	and
Muriel¢ÃÂÂs	mother	believes	that	he	was	discharged	from	the	military	hospital	prematurely.	Eliot¢ÃÂÂs	The	Waste	Land.)	It	is	clear	that	Muriel¢ÃÂÂs	mother	is	concerned	for	her	daughter¢ÃÂÂs	safety	when	in	the	company	of	her	husband,	and	it¢ÃÂÂs	also	clear	that	Seymour	has	been	acting	erratically	and	even	dangerously	(such	as	crashing	his
father-in-law¢ÃÂÂs	car).	The	hotel	is	full	for	a	sales	convention,	so	she	must	wait	a	long	time.	In	this	connection,	Sybil¢ÃÂÂs	breaking	down	of	Seymour	Glass¢ÃÂÂs	name	into	three	distinct	syllables	(sibylline	syllables?)	¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂsee	more	glass¢ÃÂÂ	¢ÃÂÂ	is	both	a	child¢ÃÂÂs	immature	play	with	the	inherent	but	meaningless	puns	hiding	within
language	and,	at	the	same	time,	an	almost	metatextual	revealing	of	Salinger¢ÃÂÂs	own	writerly	technique:	clearly	he	intends	us,	like	Sybil,	to	liberate	this	cryptic	statement	from	Seymour¢ÃÂÂs	name	as	well.	While	Muriel	and	her	mother	talk	over	the	phone,	Seymour	walks	along	the	beach,	where	he	meets	Sybil,	a	young	child	who	is	staying	in	the
same	hotel	as	him.	Observe	how	Seymour	initially	mistakes	Sybil¢ÃÂÂs	yellow	bathing	suit	for	a	blue	one,	mirroring	his	own	royal	blue	shorts.	However,	Muriel	insists	to	her	mother	that	Seymour	is	fine.	Carpenter	then	sends	Sybil	away	so	that	she	can	go	have	cocktails.	Salinger¢ÃÂÂs	best-known	and	most	widely	studied	short	stories.	Sybil	protests,
and	when	they	get	out	of	the	water,	Sybil	runs	back	to	the	hotel.	Sybil	accuses	him	of	letting	another	little	girl,	Sharon	Lipschutz,	sit	on	the	bench	with	him	while	he	played	the	piano.	Muriel	tells	her	mother	that	a	psychiatrist	staying	in	the	hotel	had	asked	her	the	night	before	if	her	husband	was	all	right,	presumably	because	he	looks	so	pale	and
unwell.	She	is	discussing	her	husband	Seymour,	who	has	Slaughter	A	C	Yruts	H	8491	NY	so	sobmA	.acob	an	sananab	sies	moc	ananab-exiep	mu	ªÃv	euq	ruomyeS	a	zid	libyS	,exiep	oa	otnauq	sadivºÃd	moc	,oipÃcnirp	A	.litneg	erpmes	e	soneuqep	se£Ãc	moc	lagel	©Ã	ale	euq	ed	otaf	o	etnemlaicepse	,atsog	ele	euq	ale	a	zid	ruomyeS	e	,ztuhcspiL	norahS
ed	atsog	ele	es	ruomyeS	a	atnugrep	libyS	.asopse	aus	odniulcni	,roder	ues	oa	odnum	od	odatcenocsed	etnes	es	e	arreug	ad	uotlov	euq	,ruomyeS	,memoh	mu	erbos	©Ã	air³Ãtsih	A	.onaip	odnacot	,odarapes	atnes	es	sezev	satium	ruomyeS	siauq	son	,si©Ãteuqoc	e	siamrof	seratnaj	¡Ãh	,etion	Ã	.etnemavon	ocarub	od	rias	arap	odrog	otium	¡Ãtse	euqrop
oserp	odnacif	,aturf	a	moc	arrutnapme	es	o£Ãtne	exiep	ohnartse	O	.adiv	ad	oditnes	oriedadrev	o	moc	otatnoc	me	rartne	arap	aid-a-aid	od	sedadilaer	salep	e	odnum	od	osep	olep	siamed	sodipmorroc	o£Ãs	sotluda	so	otnauqne	,saib¡Ãs	siam	sa	sezev	satium	o£Ãs	regnilaS	ed	a§Ãnairc-sneganosrep	sA	.D	ekirts	.rodautulf	mu	me	ram	o	arap	a-odnarrupme
,libyS	moc	aug¡Ã	a	arap	ecsed	e	,otnam	ues	arit	etnemlanif	ruomyeS	.arreug	a	etnarud	ahnamelA	an	odanoicatse	avatse	odnauq	uoivne	ehl	ele	euq	se£Ãmela	sameop	so	rel	essedup	ale	euq	arap	,o£Ãmela	essednerpa	euq	leiruM	a	uidep	m©Ãbmat	ruomyeS	.ohnizos	aiarp	an	¡Ãtse	ruomyeS	euq	e£Ãm	aus	a	zid	alE	.oluc©Ãs	od	ateop	roiam	olep	sotircse
marof	,ele	odnuges	,sameop	sessE	.ortned	sananab	sa	sadot	memoc	etnemasoicnanag	e	ananab	ed	socarub	me	madan	euq	lamron	aicnªÃrapa	ed	sexiep	o£Ãs	euq	acilpxe	elE	.rerrom	e	socarub	sues	ed	rias	meugesnoc	o£Ãn	euq	sodrog	o£Ãt	macif	ananab-sexiep	so	,ossid	odatluser	mE	.elortnoc	o	etnematelpmoc	redrep	ed	ocsir	o	erroc	ele	euqrop	ratilim
latipsoh	od	ruomyeS	odarebil	ret	aireved	acnun	oticr©Ãxe	o	euq	atiderca	leiruM	ed	e£Ãm	a	,edadrev	aN	.letoh	on	onaip	avacot	ele	otnauqne	eled	odal	oa	es-ratnes	,ztuhcspiL	norahS	,atorag	artuo	uoxied	ruomyeS	euqrop	semºÃic	moc	¡Ãtse	ale	euq	rednetne	a	odnad	libyS	moc	,odnasrevnoc	mevoj	amu	e	otluda	memoh	mu	euq	od	odnatrelf	sotluda	siod
ed	avitsegus	siam	©Ã	euq	arienam	amu	ed	malaf	selE	.arreug	ad	uotlov	euq	edsed	odariter	male	can	only	really	relate	to	women	–	or	rather,	girls	–	who	are	much	younger	than	they	are,	and	who	call	does	go	through,	Muriel	reassures	her	anxious	mother	about	her	safety.	On	his	way	to	his	room,	he	accuses	a	woman	in	the	elevator	of	looking	at	his
feet.	Sybil	tells	Seymour	he	should	push	Sharon	off	the	piano	bench	next	time.	Salinger¢ÃÂÂs	story	is	similarly	full	of	elliptical	statements	and	exchanges	(¢ÃÂÂelliptical¢ÃÂÂ	meaning	that	parts	of	the	meaning	are	left	out,	leaving	us	to	deduce	the	full	meaning	for	ourselves).	This	apparently	nonsensical	statement	chimes	with	Seymour¢ÃÂÂs	own
attitude	concerning	the	fictional	¢ÃÂÂbananafish¢ÃÂÂ,	a	creature	reminiscent	of	children¢ÃÂÂs	nonsense	literature	which	he	uses	as	a	device	to	bond	with	Sybil	in	ways	he	cannot	bond,	in	the	adult	world,	with	his	own	wife,	with	whom	he	can	only	now,	it	would	seem,	communicate	in	any	meaningful	sense	in	a	language	she	literally	cannot
understand	(that	book	of	German	poems).	x	¢ÃÂÂA	Perfect	Day	for	Bananafish¢ÃÂÂ	is	one	of	J.	She	reminds	Muriel	of	the	strange	and	rude	things	Seymour	has	said	to	members	of	Muriel¢ÃÂÂs	family.	Among	other	things,	¢ÃÂÂA	Perfect	Day	for	Bananafish¢ÃÂÂ	is	a	powerful	depiction	of	alienation	in	the	immediate	post-war	world	of	the	late	1940s.
And	in	other	respects,	there	is	a	suggestion	that	Seymour	views	Sybil	as	a	kind	of	mirror	or	reflection	of	himself:	hence	the	punning	potential	of	his	full	name	which	she	liberates,	¢ÃÂÂsee	more	glass¢ÃÂÂ,	because	he	can	see	more	of	himself	in	the	looking-glass	that	she	represents	than	he	can	with	anyone	else,	including	his	wife	(whose	name,	Muriel,
means	¢ÃÂÂsparkling	or	shining	sea¢ÃÂÂ:	an	ironic	touch	given	that	she	is	the	one	person	out	of	the	three	of	them	who	doesn¢ÃÂÂt	join	them	in	the	water:	hers	is	one	watery	mirror	in	which	he	cannot	locate	himself).	It	is	not	that	the	adult	males	in	either	story	wish	to	objectify	the	girls:	indeed,	the	point	is	that	the	men	are	themselves	children,	who
have	retreated	back	into	childhood	to	avoid	the	unbearable	strain	of	adult	life.	S.	As	they	get	ready	to	go	into	the	ocean,	Seymour	tells	indeed,	indeed,	still	children.	When	They	should	look	for	Bananafish.	He	tells	her	about	Bananafish,	a	greedy	fish	that	feeds	on	bananas	squeezing	in	holes	full	of	them.	Seymour,	alone	again,	collects	his	things	and
returns	to	the	resort.	We	learned	that	Seymour	crashed	recently	in	the	car	â	€	™	his	father	-in	-law.	We	learned	that	Muriel	and	Seymour	were	floured	fan.	It	is	concerned	about	resort	fashion	and	events	â	€	night.	Muriel	Glass	waits	in	his	hotel	room	in	Florn	for	the	operator	to	pass	his	call	to	his	motto.	For	the	fever	of	Bananaâ	€	Â	™	â	â	€	Â	â	â	€	Â	â
€	Â,	Sybil	Carpenter,	from	now	years,	lets	the	mother	and	pass	sunscreen	in	the	body.	But	how	is	sibilina	sibilina?	Â	¢	âum	âum	Perfect	day	for	bananaphish	¢	â	€	™	a	on	a	hot	day	in	the	flower,	a	young	woman	married	named	Muriel	speaks	on	the	phone	with	her	mother.	She	tidies	her	clothes,	paints	her	nails	and	a	magazine.	But	if	she	is	Bananafish,
so	it	is	Seymour:	He	was	squeezed	through	the	hole	and	is	unable	to	leave	again.	She	suggests	a	car	accident	where	Seymour	and	Muriel	were	involved	and	suggests	that	Seymour	deliberately	hit	Muriel's	father	Â	€	™	™	™	™	™	™	™	™	™,	the	character	in	the	perfect	day	for	bananaph	€	Â	™	that	seems	to	understand	Seymour	is	the	child,	Sybil,	whose
own	name	invokes	the	prophets	of	Greek	mythology	that	made	eloven	pronouncements,	but	diverse,	spreading	fragments	of	their	prophecies	that	those	who	consulted	them	had	to	unite	each	other	to	discover	your	(potential)	meanings.	So	he	takes	a	gun	from	his	luggage	and	throws	it	in	his	own.	But	the	yellow	bananafish	also	resembles	the	yellow
maião	syl	is	using:	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	ANTOSHÃ	¢	â	€	™	™	or	the	creature	later	dies	of	banana	fever.	fever.
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